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About us
The Community Kollel of Dallas seeks to strengthen our
Jewish community through the shared experience of Torah study
in a non-judgmental environment. A unique combination of
worldliness and Judaic scholarship makes the men & women of
the Kollel wonderful ambassadors of Jewish living and learning in
our modern society.
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Forgiveness - Asking of Ourselves What we Ask of God
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Torts and Damages, chapter 5, | and 10

One who has inflicted bodily injury upon his fellow, ewrme has paid him the five
payments (required by the halacha), will not have msasoned for and will not be
forgiven, even if he sacrificed all the sacrificegshe world, until he requests forgiveness
from the injured party and the latter forgives him.

It is forbidden for the injured party to act cruelly and tivaie from forgiving. Such is
not the way of the Seed of Israel. Rather, whenotie who has inflicted bodily injury
requests and begs for forgiveness once and then again,iandereby clear that he has
repented for his sin, and regrets his evil, he must ferpzn. One who is quick to
forgive is praiseworthy, and is acting according todieit of the sages.
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Repentance, chapter 9, laws 9@ni0

Repentance and the Day of Atonement atone only for suth as eating a forbidden
food, having prohibited intercourse, et cetera, which arengtied against God. Sins
such as injuring, cursing, stealing, et cetera, which are d@benragainst one's fellow
man are never forgiven until he has paid any necessmy tio the person against whom
he sinned, and has requested - and has been granted - fesgifierm the injured party.
Even though he may have paid back any due money he stith naquest and be granted
forgiveness. Even if he merely sinned against the othdualle, he still must appease
him and make up for it, until the other party forgives Hinthe person against whom he
had sinned did not want to forgive him then he has to askdrifiorgiveness in front of
three other people. If he still didn't want to forgive lian he must attempt a second and
a third time, and if he still didn't want to forgive him tmay leave him and go his way. In
such a case the one that refuses to forgive is the siingie injured party was his
teacher, he must ask for forgiveness even a thousasd tintil he receives forgiveness.
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It is forbidden to be harsh and non-appeasing. One shadbé&f tize forgiving and slow to
anger, and whenever a sinner asks one for forgiveness sboald grant it
wholeheartedly. Even if the sinner had distressed onsidemably and sinned against
one a lot, one must not take revenge or bear a gr&lgsh is the way of the Seed of
Israel, whose hearts are proper.
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Character Traits, chapter 7,dws 7 and 8

One who takes revenge on someone else is transgressaggdve commandment, for it
is written, "You shall not take revenge". Even though mittmg this sin does not make
one liable to flogging, it is nevertheless a very badratteristic. It is fitting to wipe
away his hurt concerning all things of this world, for inthrall personal affronts are
meaningless and are simply not worth taking revenge oat is revenge? If [for
example] his fellow came and said please lend me yoeirand he responded that he
will not lend it out, and then later the second one wemie first and asked to borrow his
axe and he responded by saying: Just as you did not leydun@xe so | will not lend
you my axe, then he is taking revenge. He should realfigt ivholeheartedly, and not
recompense the other in the way that he was treatedaSsituations have the same
law.

Similarly, anyone who bears a grudge against anotherslalsa transgressing a negative
commandment, for it is written, "...nor bear any grudgairest the children of your
people”. What is a grudge? If [for example] Reuben ask@&dsto rent him his house or
lend him his ox, and Simon refused, and then after saome Simon asked a loan or
rental of Reuben, and Reuben gives it to him but tefts I'll lend it to you; | am not
like you and neither am | going to play tit for tat, thReuben is transgressing the
injunction against bearing a grudge. Reuben should reaeethe matter [of having
being refused] from his heart and should not bear a grudge rathér must totally
forget the matter and not remember it at all. Thisespitoper temperament.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkk

V75 1957 ,73 PA9 N0 TN Mabn 073195 NN MYnN
DWYN NON NV 9272 MKY PMND 05N THRYND NIV 1N ITIAID M 0OND MY WY 97YN
ON 2T TN D127 9D D) INNINA NNOY IIRY PIYI 1ND 12D TP XY NIND DY 271270 PRIN

Schultz Rosenberg Campus, 12324 Merit Drive, Dallas TX, 75251 .

L.Q{\?ﬂ "J}’-??

Phone: 214-295-3525 Fax: 2143226 F

=

4,

=

’hi&: & gt

Email: kollelofdallas@sbcglobal.net Web site: www.kollelofdallas.org_f-‘? ’Y

3, ¥
Loy, it



4

DOMNY NOX T NI PDVUN PN DNIN DYV DMYNRIN DXTON TIT 7N 19 Ja5 1N
DTN YT XD 02Ny DMININY DININ DPWYNI DXNIANYN PN DY) 090N 1D DN §INND
INTAWI DMINNIN DT 192 N2 TH0 MINIY DINON Y TNIHN DY DITT NN N 11120 1NI>INN K
NN DN 1T HY DINNY 1D NONX NYDNID2 DTN I9IN IN INTAY DIN THYN HIAN INDA NN N

210 NODN NDNN NWNN YPDIW TY WNID 2T T0M OPN NIN NNN 1P NTY W)

Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Torah Study, chapter 7, laws 13

Even though a sage may pronounce a ban of excommunicatsafeguard his honour, it
is not praiseworthy for a sage to do so. He should r&gghere what the ignorant say and
not pay any attention to them, as Solomon said in hidomis "To all the things that
people say do not lend your ear". The way of the piolsygbne generations was to hear
insults without reacting, and they would even forgiwe plerson who had made them, and
excuse him. The great Sages acted in a praiseworthy mannevéyexcommunicating
anyone for the sake of their honour - this is the wawlich it is fitting for a learned
sage to act. However, this applies only to insults spak@mivate, but if a learned sage
was disgraced or shamed by someone in public, it is forbidoie him to forego his
honour, and if he did forego his honour he should be puthiddezause it is a disgrace to
the Torah. Instead, he should be mindful of the maitét the person in question asks
for forgiveness, whereupon he should excuse him.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Pesachim, page 113b
The Holy One, blessed be He, loves three kinds of men, Those that never become
angry, those that never become intoxicated, and thasedhnot nurse their hurt.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ta’anit, page 25b

Another time it happened that Rebbi Eliezer prayed in fadnthe congregation and
recited the twenty-four benedictions (of the speciaygra for drought), but he was not
answered. Rebbi Akiva led the congregation in prayer &ftay and said: "Our Father
our King we have no other king but Thee. Our Father our King hine own sake have
mercy upon us!" And his prayer was answered. The peoplebégan to murmur (and
say that R. Akiva was a greater man than R. ElieZeheavenly Voice went forth and
said: Not because Rebbi Akiva is a greater man than RebddeElwas his prayer
answered, but because he always wiped away his hurt, Résdilbi Eliezer never wiped
away his hurt."
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Rosh haShana, page 17a

Rava said: All who wipe away their hurt, their sins allewiped away, as it is said
[Micah, vii. 18]: "He pardoneth iniquity and forgiveth trgnsssion.” From whom does
He pardon iniquity? From him who forgiveth transgresgmommitted against him by
his neighbor). Rav Huna ben Rav Yehoshua fell sick, andH&g@a went to visit him.

The latter saw that the end was near, and said tce thossent: "Make ready his
provisions (shrouds)." Finally he recovered, and Rav Regsm ashamed to see him.
"Why did you think him so sick?" said they. "He was salegd,” he replied, "but the
Holy One, blessed be He, said that since he never nhisédrt, hurt will not be nursed
against him," as it is written: "He pardoneth iniquityldargiveth transgression.” From
whom does He pardon iniquity? From him who forgivethggression.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Megilla, page 28a

The disciples of R. Nechunia ben HaKana asked him & W attributes his longevity,
and he answered: | never sought honor through the disgfaes neighbor, and the
curse of my neighbor never remained in my heart upon nmggoibed, and | was liberal
with my money ....“The curse of my neighbor never remained in my heart upgn

going to bed”: As Mar Zutra, who upon going to bed useskto | pardon all those who
have vexed me. ... Rebbi Akivaa asked Rebbi Nechunia the Greatason for his

longevity. ...Never in my life did | accept presents, | never nurset| land | was liberal

with my money ... "l never nursed hurt": As Raba said: Whkoe&vipes away hurt has his
sins wiped away. As it is written [Micah, vii. 18]: "Raning iniquity and forgiving
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transgression™. To whom does God pardon iniquity? To wie forgives the
transgressions of his neighbor toward him.
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Bedtime Shma

Master of the universe, | hereby forgive anyone who r@tger antagonized me, whether

against my body, my property, my honor, or against anythingime, whether he did it

accidentally willfully carelessly or purposely, wheathrough speech deed thought or

notion — No man should be punished (by Heaven) because of me.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Megilla, page 12b
By the standard that one judges others, is he himself judged
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