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Miracles? Ignore them!
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The Gospel According to Matityahu

Chapter 12

38 Then certain of the Torah-teachers answered, sayingbi,Rae want to see a
miraculous sign from you. 39 But he answered and said ueto th there shall be given
no miraculous sign except for that of the prophet Yot@alkror as Yonah was three days
and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the foman be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

Chapter 28
1 After shabat, as it began to dawn toward the firstadaype week, came Miryam of

Magdala and the other Miryam to see the grave. 2 And, ldhebizere was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heawel came and rolled back
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenauas like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow: 4 And for fear of him the guardsstieke, and became as dead
men. 5 And the angel answered and said unto the womenné®edor | know that you
seek Yehoshua, who was crucified. 6 He is not heréndas risen, as he said. Come, see
the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly, and telldisciples that he is risen from
the dead; and, behold, he goes before you to the Gdhieres shall you see him: lo, |
have told you. 8 And they departed quickly from the graud ¥@ar and great joy; and
did run to bring his disciples word. 9 And as they wentell his disciples, behold,
Yehoshua met them, saying, Shalom to you. And they cach@e&d him by the feet, and
worshipped him. 10 Then said Yehoshua unto them, Be nod:afy@aitell my brethren to
go to the Galilee, and there shall they see me...

16 Then the eleven disciples went away to the Galiee@ mountain where Yehoshua
had appointed for them. 17 And when they saw him, theyhapsed him: but some
doubted. 18 And Yehoshua came and spoke unto them, saying, Adl pogiven unto
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go therefore, and teadatas, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the HolysGI20 Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, Wamyou always, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.

Devarim chapter 13

YN O N H270-92 X1 All this word which | command you, you shall

-NY miby2 IpYD INN--DITN observe to do; you shall not add thereto, nor diminish
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2N X N J2I)P2 D2 1 2 If there arise in your midst a prophet, or a dreamer
MM IR MN PIRINN ;00N of dreams--and he give you a sign or a wonder,
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OINR DIVN MINX N7 :ION? he spoke unto you--saying: ‘Let us go after other
DTIN-BIYD-NI WY 4445 which you have not known, and let us serve

them’;

MIND NOWD IAT-ON YYD N2 T 4 you shall not hearken unto the words of that
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prophet, or unto that dreamer of dreams; for the
LORD your God is testing you, to know whether you
love the LORD your God with all your heart and

with all your soul.

5 After the LORD your God shall you walk, and Him
shall you fear, and His commandments shall you
keep, and unto His voice shall you hearken, and Him
shall you serve, and unto Him shall you cleave.

6 And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall
be put to death; because he has uttered falsehood
about the LORD your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house

,,,,,,

of bondage, to draw you aside out of the way which
the LORD your God commanded you to walk in. So
shall you put away the evil from your midgs}
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Devarim chapter 18
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15 A prophet will the LORD your God raise up unto you,
from your midst, of your brethren, like unto me; untmhi
you shall hearken;
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16 according to all that you did desire of the LORD your

God in Horev in the day of the assembly, saying: 'Let me

not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neitéier

me see this great fire any more, that | die not."'
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17 And the LORD said unto me: 'They have well said that
which they have spoken.
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18 | will raise them up a prophet from among their

brethren, like unto you; and I will put My words in his

mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that | shall
command him.
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19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto My words which he shall speak in My
name, | will require it of him.

1277212 PRIV NWD TN D 20 But the prophet, that shall speak a word
3T PIM-ND WK NN POYA presumptuously in My name, which | have not
ONON DY 13T IYN)

commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name

3 993 -0 .
AT RO O o iher gods, that same prophet shall die.'
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Shmot chapter 3
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21 And if you say in your heart: 'How shall we know the
word which the LORD has not spoken?'

22 that which a prophet speak in the name of the LORD,
if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is tiag
which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken
it presumptuously, you shall not be in awe of Hi8}.

2 You should remembeéhe long way which the LORD
thy God made you walk these forty years in the
wilderness, in order that He might afflict you, to test,

to know what was in thy heart, whether you would
observe His commandments, or not.

3 He afflicted you, and suffered you to hunger, and gave
you to eat the manna, which you knew not, neither did thy
fathers know; in order that He might make it known to

you that man does not live by bread only, but by every
thing that goes forth out of the mouth of the LORD does
man live.

5 And you should know in thy heart, that, as a man
chastens his son, so the LORD thy God chastens you.

16 who gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, which
thy fathers knew not, in order that He might affyctu,

and that He might test you, to do you good at thy latter
end;

10 Come now therefore, and | will send you unto
Pharaoh, that you may bring forth My people the childre
of Israel out of Egypt.’

11 And Moses said unto God: 'Who am |, that | should go
unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt?'

12 And He said: 'Certainly | will be with you; and this
shall be the sign for you, that | have sent you: when you
have brought forth the people out of Egypt, you shall
serve God upon this mountain.’
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Shmot chapter 19
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Mishne Torah Hilchot Yesoday haTorah chapter 7

7) When a prophet is sent [by God] on such a missiorns be/én a sign or wonder [to
perform], so that people will know that God [reallyhs&im in truth. Not everyone who
presents a sign and wonder is believed as a prophetlguhose people who are known
to be suitable to receive prophecies on account of Wisdom and actions, so that they
stands preeminent among their contemporaries, and walkeirways of prophecy -
holiness and self denial. When such people present amstgproof and say that God sent
them, it is a commandment to listen to them, fas ivritten, "...to him you shall listen".
It is possible that although a person presents a sijpr@of he is not a prophet, and the
sign could be achieved by other means; even so, weoanenanded to listen to him;
because he is a great and wise man who is suitabéeéo/e prophecy, we assume that
his prophecy is true. In this we have been commandedaguste have been commanded
to decide a verdict according to the testimony of people who are eligible to bear
testimony [together], even though they may be lying;esthey have always been honest
in the past, we assume that they being honest nowlasAlweut this and similar matters
it is written, "The secret things belong to the Lord @ad, but those things which are
revealed belong to use and to our children for everwkatnay do all the words of the
Torah", and it is also written, "...for a man lookstbe outward appearance, but the Lord
looks on the heart".

Chapter 8
1) The Children of Israel did not believe in Moses beeanf the signs he presented, for

someone who believes because of the signs he prdsents blemish in his faith, for it
could be that his signs are performed by means of speliwitetitraft. All the signs that
Moses performed in the wilderness were done so accomitigetneeds of the moment,
and not to bring proof to his prophecies. There was d teesink the Egyptians, so
Moses split the sea and drowned them in it; the Childfdsrael needed food, so Moses
brought down the manna for them; they needed water,a8ed4split the rock for them;
Korah and his followers rebelled, so Moses opened upgtbend and they were
swallowed up. The same principle applies with all the rosigns. It was the assembly at
Mount Sinai that made them believe in Moses, when our, eyebs no-one else's, saw,
and our ears, and no-one else's, heard, and Moses daewonthe darkness, and the
voice spoke to him, and we heard it saying to Moses, "Mddeses, go tell them such-
and-such”. In connection with this it is written, "The dldalked with you face to face",
and it is also written, "The Lord did not make this awaw& with our fathers, but with us,
even us". From where is it known that the assemblaint Sinai was the proof that the
prophecy of Moses was true and that there was no blemishg proof]? It is derived
from the verse, "Lo, | come to you in a thick cloudattthe people may hear when |
speak with you, and also may believe in you for ever"nmAtaus we see that prior to the
assembly at Mount Sinai their belief in Moses was ama that would have lasted for
ever, but it was a belief that left room for doubt aadond thoughts.
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2) As those to whom Moses was sent were themselvegesgies to the truth of his
prophesy, there was no need for him to show them amy sitin since they and he were
witnesses to the same matter, in the same waywwapéople who saw the same thing
together combine as witnesses, for each of them isn@ssi that the other is speaking the
truth, and need not bring [additional] proof to back him up.itSeas with Moses our
Teacher, that all of the Children of Israel wereviiimiesses after the assembly at Mount
Sinai, and he didn't have to perform for them any sighs is what God said to him at
the time when his prophecy started, when He showed hiat wigns to perform in
Egypt: "And they shall listen to your voice". Moseseknthat anyone who believes
because of signs has a blemish in his faith and will be tllduland expressed a
reluctance to go by saying, "But behold they will not éaedi me". God told him that
these signs are only for until they had left Egypt asdembled at Mount Sinali,
whereupon any doubt will vanish, for [at Mount Sinai] Hd give signs that Moses had
been sent by God in truth from the [very] beginning, dad ho doubt will remain. This
is what Scripture says: "...and this shall be a sigryda that | have sent you; when you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve @paah this mountain”. From
this we learn that any Prophet that came after Masastibelieved solely because of his
signs, such that if he makes a sign we should listeeverything he says, but [is
believed] because of the commandment of Moses inTgm@h: "...to him you shall
listen", if he gives a sign. Just as we have been @mded to decide a matter according
to the testimony of two witnesses, even though we do rew Kar certain whether their
testimony is true or false, so in the same way itnsitavah to listen to the prophet even
though we do not know if his sign is genuine or achievegbitssand witchcratt.

3) Therefore, if a prophet arose and performed greas sigd wonders, and tells us to
deny the prophecy of Moses our Teacher, we do not listemtoand we [will] know for
sure that his signs are the result of spells and wifthd he prophecy of Moses was not
dependant upon signs, so the signs of this prophet canhweigh the signs of Moses,
for we saw and heard them, just as he did. This is ainul two withesses who give
testimony to a particular person that contravenes thdtimself saw. Of course he does
not pay attention to them, but rather knows for certhat they are false witnesses.
Therefore, the Torah said that if a prophet comes wihssand wonders, we do not
listen to him, for he is coming with his signs and wonderdeny that what we saw with
our eyes. Since we believe in wonders only because ofmanandment of Moses, how
can we accept a sign that is brought to deny the propifelpses which we saw and
heard?!

/N P99 ,09% NIAY MDD Y 9190 ,0731999 NI NIYN
Y PN DWILN I IINY YINY TN ININ MDON NXY NIYN 91T MYV DTRD 22 YO YHN D2 (N
PYNY 011N DINN ODWN NN NN DI2HTN YN D215 XI2 DXNYNM DININ MINN DNMYL NN
NYI N TIAD ONY PIVNDY DINGDY DNAYD DN PIINT PIAY DIXVWNHWNN DOWNY DM Tiad DD
OV Y7125 N PIAD DITMYN TA3D NN TONNVY 1N 1TAN WTHY M T259) DTHD NN TN INRD
DNIYD MNP N PN MYDN DXIADD NNIY IDPNNN DAY DY DY 12T NYYY D TOn
NTIAY IPdY N NN NYIN DNYTI RNAN P DPWUND YT BDINY NNNNYNDY D272 DINID)
NI T 2910 RIN MIN DY PRY DININ )Y NI NPV DYTHIN MYT2Y DINIX P I DD
TID PRND OMOYN 9521 DN 2DON D2 1 NN TV 2D DN TON TRIM NI M AN IMNPY

Schultz Rosenberg Campus, 12324 Merit Drive, Dallas TX, 75251 g
SRR
Phone: 214-295-3525 Fax: 2143526 F
Email: kollelofdallas@sbcglobal.net Web site: www.kollelofdallas.orgt. BF &

4
) o
Loy, it

5, ol




DNYL YAN TT20 NI NNRY DOYTY DON 910D NI Y DDAN 901 WO 1Y NNNDY
NI TNNT DANN MY DNTHY OMPPDN

IN 2199 2215 YTAY DN IR MIN DRNY 1NN IPY IND) OTND )22 1THY D0MD1 1DINY NN (2
DYWIN DYN 9510 MNNNYND YT INIIN WY 9351 1D 12 TI) 79 121002 1Y 12PN D001 9D
INMWTINY NP9 2157 NN NI IT IDINY 1ADN TV NN OND YT NIND MDY INY) DOVPMN
MYDN SY DMINN YYRID NNDIND INM MIIPNI MM MYYY 1N TIT HY 12NN NN
NI DTWY NN NPT NDVN NNXN NY OYN 99 DMINPINY DNY DINNYNI PXIPNNI
T2 T2 VYN DRI T T2 WY INDENT 129N N NTIAYIY DN DXINDIN DNIN MINN

Rambam, Sefer Mada, Mishna Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zara, chapted

1) In the days of Enosh, the people deviated, and thesebwi the wise people
degenerated into stupidity. Enosh himself was amongst thdse deviated. Their
mistaken reasoning was that since God created the sldespaeres as part of nature,
and placed them high up [in the skies], and gave themtgigmd that they are servants
who serve Him, it would be appropriate to laud, gloaifhd honour them as well. It is the
will of the Almighty to make great and to dignify thosbo make Him great and honour
Him, in the same way that a king wants to honour #@rgasits who serve him - such is
the honour of a king. Once this matter was decided upewn,toceeded to build temples
to the stars, to bring sacrifices to them, to laud dodfg them verbally and to bow
down to them, in order to attain the favor of the @reaccording to their erroneous
understanding. This was the core of idolatry; so beli¢hedknowledgeable worshippers.
They did not deny the existence of God by saying that ardiz-and-such a star exists.
This is what Yermiahu said: "Who would not fear You, Kirdghee nations? For to You
it is fitting, for among all the wise men of the inais, and in all their kingdoms there is
none like You. Stupid and senseless are they all - tlohitepof their vain idols is but
wood!"; that is to say that everyone knows that just @gists, but their mistake and
foolishness was to imagine that idolatry was God's will.

2) After some time, prophets of falsehood arose, and dat the Almighty had
commanded them to serve such-and-such a star, to brinficeacto it, to offer drink
sacrifices to it and to build a temple containing itsyfdo it, in order that all people -
including women, children and ignoramuses - will be ablede down to it. Each of
these prophets made known a form which he had inventeclfirasd claimed that it
was the form of such-and-such a star which had been nmasdenko him in a prophecy.
In this manner, people started to make figures in the tesmpieler trees and on the tops
of mountains and hills, and they congregated and bowed dothierto The prophets said
that it was this form which brought good and bad, and theas fitting to serve and fear
it. The prophets said that through this service one wiltiply and be successful, and
issued instructions concerning what may and may not be done.
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Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah, Devarim, chapter 13, verse
The prophet mentioned here utters prophecies in the nathe bbrd, saying: “The Lord
sent me to say that you are to worship Baal Peor si@seas associated with Him in the
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work of creation, or he is the greatest of all thedggm his service, and He wants you to
worship him.
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