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News                                                                    Did you know?                                               

Shabbat Start/End          Jerusalem: 6:21 / 7:24     Tel Aviv: 6:30 / 7:26 
 
No peanuts on this flight 
Aware that some members of both the American and the Israel 
intelligence communities were not convinced that Syria was building 
a nuclear facility in the summer of 2007, Israel in mid-August sent 12 
members of the Sayeret Matkal commando unit into Syria in two 
helicopters to collect soil samples outside the nuclear site. The 
commandos' mission was almost exposed when a Syrian patrol drove 
past the landing site where the helicopters were parked. The 
following month, the Israel Air Force destroyed the facility. These 
revelations are contained in a new book “The Secret War with Iran” 
by Israeli journalist Ronen Bergman. (Jerusalem Post) 
 
235 good news  
A group of 235 new immigrants from the United States and Canada 
arrived Monday (09-08) at Ben Gurion International airport, where 
they were greeted by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert among other 
politicians. Olmert said. "You came from a wonderful country but you 
have come to the most wonderful country in the world. The Jewish 
People has only one home and it is here. We are happy that you are 
here with us." He also noted the importance of immigration to Israel 
as it continues to face threats, saying that immigrants have long 
helped strengthen the country. The 200 newcomers arrived with the 
assistance of Nefesh B'Nefesh. The organization has brought around 
2,000 new immigrants to Israel this summer.  
 
“You go girl” 
Israel's first female ambassador to the United Nations presented her 
credentials to the secretary-general Ban Ki-moon. Gabriela Shalev 
began her tenure as Israel's permanent representative to the United 
Nations on Monday (9-8).“As a woman, as a law professor, and 
above all as a proud Israeli, I am honored to be given the opportunity 
to represent Israel in the dynamic arena of the United Nations,” 
Shalev is an internationally recognized expert in comparative and 
contract law. (JTA) 
 
World cup soccer 
Israel continued their promising start to FIFA World Cup qualifying as 
they beat Moldova 2-1 to claim all three points on Wednesday (9-
10). This win comes just days after a draw (2-2) against Switzerland 
earlier in the week. This extended Israel's unbeaten run in World Cup 
qualifiers to 15 games. (uefa.com) 
 

Meir Panim 

 

Meir Panim helps to provide meals and other critical services to 

Israel’s poor in distressed locations throughout the country. 

According the National Insurance Institute, there are over 1.65 

million Israeli citizens currently living below the poverty line – 

including 805,000 children. These people cannot afford regular 

meals. They suffer from hunger day after day, and lack the most 

basic necessities of life. The services are provided with warmth and 

dignity.  

The American Friends of Meir Panim (AFMP) supports the Meir 

Panim Southern Israel Nutrition Center Project which will provide 

hot, nutritious meals for tens of thousands of children. It is a mega-

kitchen facility that will feed up to 30,000 children each day in the 

Negev region. This facility was established to help alleviate the pangs 

of hunger that is felt by hundreds of thousands of children in Israel 

on a daily basis. 

AFMP was established to help alleviate and diminish the harmful 

effects of poverty on thousands of families across Israel.  

Excerpt from a letter written to Meir Panimn by the former Chief 

Rabbi of the State of Israel, Rabbi Israel Meir Lau.  

ά¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ ƻŦ ƎŜƳƛƭǳǘ ŎƘŀǎŀŘƛƳ όǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎύ 

not only constitutes one of the three pillars on which the 

world stands, but is also among the fundamental attributes 

of the offspring of our patriarch Abraham. I came, saw and 

was shown that if anyone would, Heaven forbid, try to speak 

negatively of, or prosecute against, the People of Israel, we 

must say to him: Go take a look at Meir Panim! There, in the 

food center, you will see the radiant faces that shine upon all 

those in distress and despair, there you will find alongside 

the food being served a warm smile and kind word. 

Fortunate are you for the reward you will receive, and I can 

ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴΦέ                                                                                           

 

Source: www.MeirPanim.org 



Teach your children...                      More news                                         

The Home Front -  ˸˧ˤ˥˟ ˸˧˟ˢ                                      Rav Benjy Myers 
 

“If you build a new house, you shall make a fence for the roof, so 
that you will not place blood in your house if a fallen one falls from 
it” (Devarim 22:8). 
The Kli Yakar points out on this verse that a person who falls to his 
death from a roof, was deserving of that end in the eyes of Heaven. 
The question now is, who or what should be the one to bring about 
this death. He points out that the language used, “ˣˮˬˬ,” could be 
read as “falls from himself,” meaning that essentially the fallen one is 
at fault. However, without the fence, the Torah could have read “falls 
from you,” meaning that the house owner bears full responsibility. 
Why therefore, asks the Kli Yakar, should a builder want to put 
himself in that position of responsibility? 
This mitzvah teaches us that as builders, we have a responsibility for 
those around us. This extends far beyond roofs. Swimming pools, 
electrical sockets, sharp knives and cleaning fluids are all potential 
hazards, and must do our utmost to protect others from being 
damaged by them. 
This is true on a personal and physical level. The same is true, 
however, on a national and spiritual plain.  
The mitzvah is described in terms of building a new house. Already in 
planning stages a homeowner should take into account such 
potential hazards, and create the necessary shields.  
In a state, these shields come in the form of social care and welfare.  
How do we treat those less fortunate than us? How do we treat the 
elderly, sick and infirm? Do we provide for those worse off, and do 
we do so in a manner that is fair and just for all members of society? 
Do the leaders live according to these proper course of action, or 
only pay it lip-service? 
Yeshayahu the prophet, whose prophecies we read every Shabbat 
between Tisha B’Av and Rosh HaShana, teaches us the national 
importance of a just and proper society. In speaking to the leadership 
of the Jewish people he says: 
“Why do I need your numerous sacrifices...you shall not continue to 
bring a worthless meal offering...even if you increase prayer I do not 
hear; your hands are full of blood...learn to do good, seek justice, 
strengthen the victim, do justice for the orphan, take up the cause of 
the widow” (1:11-17). 
In the creation of a well-functioning just, social and moral state, it is 
not enough to do lip-service to the pomp and ceremony of office. 
Justice must be done, and seen to be done. 
“Zion shall be redeemed with justice, and her returnees with 
righteousness” (Yeshayahu 1:27). 

Checks and Balances 
Israel's Cabinet has voted to limit the Supreme Court's ability to 
overturn laws approved by the Knesset. Until now, Supreme Court 
justices could annul any Knesset legislation that they felt violated 
Israel's Basic Laws. The new legislation would allow the court only to 
annul laws that violate human rights, laws that contradict the Basic 
Law: Human Dignity and Liberty, and Basic Law: Freedom of 
Occupation. (JTA) 
 
An Israeli Fighter Becomes a Paralympic Olympian 
Shai Haim is one of the 43 handicapped Israeli athletes in Beijing 
participating in the Paralympic Games. Shai is one of the 12 players 
on Israel's wheelchair-basketball delegation, selected from among 
the more than 200 players who compete at several disabled 
veterans' facilities around the country. Six years ago, on September 
30, 2002, Shai's unit was part of a raid on Hamas headquarters in 
Nablus' infamous casbah. In the midst of their mission, the unit came 
under fire from snipers in a nearby building. Shai was hit and his best 
friend in the unit, our son St.-Sgt. Ari Weiss, rushed to his side to help 
him and was shot and killed in the process. A year after the shooting, 
he married his girlfriend Tamar, who had helped nurse him back to 
health, and I had the great merit to officiate at his wedding. Says a 
smiling Shai, "My motto in life - no complaints, no whining - just get 
back in the game." (Stewart Weiss/Jerusalem Post) 

St.-Sgt. Ari Weiss who ultimately scarifies his life for his friend 
is a former Akiba Academy student. His father Rabbi Stewart 
Weiss (author of this article) is a former Rabbi of Tiferet Israel. 

  
You can actually fight over aliyah people making aliyah. 
An “historic” agreement appears to have ended the fierce feud 
between the Jewish Agency, and Nefesh B'Nefesh, a relatively new 
nonprofit group that has used cash incentives to help encourage 
16,000 people to move to Israel since 2002. Both organizations 
announced Aug. 31 that they had agreed to a “collaborative venture” 
to increase North American aliyah. "This deal means that the Jewish 
Agency and Nefesh B'Nefesh have decided that working together for 
the Jewish people and for aliyah, and that having a working 
relationship and partnership, is better than simply working alone,"  
 
Unfortunately we are the experts 
Two young Georgians - a soldier and a civilian - who sustained 
shrapnel wounds in the recent war with Russia – were transported to 
Haifa's Rambam Hospital for treatment. Due to Israel's own wartime 
experiences, hospital staff has expertise in treating such complex 
shrapnel wounds.  (Jerusalem Post) 
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For comments or suggestions please email us at IsraelShelanu@sbcglobal.net  

If you teach your children 2 facts a week for the next 120 years they 
will know 12.480 facts about Israel.  

¶ The Balfour Declaration - Statement issued by the British 
Government in 1917 supporting the establishment of a "Jewish 
national home in Palestine", is named for Lord Balfour who signed it 
on Britain's behalf. 

¶Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) - (Heb., ˢ˴ò˪ , Tzahal [Tzva Haganah 
Leyisrael, ˪˞˶˷˧˪ ˢˮˠˢ ˞˟˴]). The armed services of Israel. 

...And speak of them                            
A good laugh                                         

Poor Chaim was hit by a bus in Tel Aviv and lay in the middle of the 
street, bruised and bleeding.  

A kind woman ran to assist him. She takes off her coat, rolls it up and 
gently lays it under his head. 

"Are you comfortable?" she asks. 

"I make a living."" 


